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sex, and the more passive or younger girl assumes the role of sym-
pathetic matchmaker and helper. This often occurs in a triangle in
which'a brother of one of the girls occupies one angle. A good example
can be found in Tolstoy's War and Peace.2 Natasha strives to win the
love of her brother Nicholas for her friend Sonya:

" You know, Sonya is my dearest friend. Such a friend that I burned my arm
for her sake. Look here." She pulled up her muslin sleeve and showed him a red
scar on her long, delicate arm. "I burned this to prove my love for her. I just
heated a ruler in the fire and pressed it there. . . . We are such friends, such
friends. . . . And she loves me and you like that."

Natasha loves her brother very much and obviously yields him to
her friend with mixed feelings. As the third partner in their love
relation, she can retain both her friend and her brother and can solve
the conflict better by sharing their happiness than by a painful
renunciation. The masochistic element may well be noted here.

Further development toward heterosexuality in early puberty will
depend upon the successful overcoming of bi-sexuality in the triangu-
lar situation. The biologic and psychic developments in this period
of life display far reaching parallelism. But the processes do not unfold
according to a pre-arranged schedule. The phases become mixed,
and the intensification of sexual tendencies occasioned by biologic
growth may under certain circumstances manifest itself in a regressive
form.

If the prepuberty phase repeats the pre-oedipal infantile period;
the triangular situation of early puberty repeats a phase that occurs
in childhood between the pre-oedipal and cedipal periods. At that
time the little girl gradually turns from her almost exclusive attach-
ment to her mother toward her father, wavers between the two, and
wants to have them both, until finally she turns toward her father with
greater intensity, although still not exclusively. In early puberty this
bi-sexual triangle recurs, and if regressive forces succeed in asserting
themselves, the young girl finds herself in a situation similar to that
of the bi-sexual period of early childhood. At that time the triangle
was formed by the parents and child; now the objects are different
but similar difficulties and problems arise.

The Child)* a masterful short story by Karin Michaelis, is an
example of a poet's intuitive insight into the psychologic processes of
young girls. Andrea, the "child" who is loved by everyone, is on her
deathbed. She is 16 years old, actually a grown-up girl. But in her
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